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President’s Letter

by Peter Johnston

s I hope you all know, Canada is introdu-
cing a “Mandatory” organic Regulation
at the end of June 2009. This will mean that
all food coming into Canada, and all food sold
between provinces, if it makes an organic claim,
will have to meet the Canadian organic standard.

Because of our federal structure, provinces have
control of agriculture and organic claims within
each province are not subject to the same regula-
tions, though claims can not be false or misleading.

The COABC has adopted the Canadian Organic
Standard (COS) which will start January 1, 2009.
The current COS was adopted in 2006 and is in two
parts: the Management Standards and the Permitted
Substances List (PSL). The standard is part of the
Canadian General Standards Board (CGSB), which has
standards for nearly everything, and has its own sys-
tem for making and amending standards which must
be followed. The Organic Standard is available free
on the CGSB website (www.tpsgc-pwgsc.gc.ca/cgsb).

Since all Canada’s organic operations (especially
those that are or will be selling outside their prov-
ince) have to operate within the COS, there was a
flurry of work to amend it. These amendments are
to be published this December. There is one more
round of amendments scheduled to begin soon
and there will undoubtedly be further amendments
in the future.

The Canadian Organic Regime (COR) is sched-
uled to come into effect after June 30, 2009.

As you will read in this issue, there are many
aspects to the change from our BC standards to
the Canadian standards, and the standards them-
selves are organized very differently. Gone are
regulated and prohibited practices - if a practice
isn’t in the Standard or a material isn’t in the PSL,
they are not permitted. There is no mention of
transition in the standards, nor of labelling. These
are covered by other regulations and protocols.

COABC member Certifying Bodies will be required to
certify operations to the COS as it currently exists
(2006 edition), and also to the amended edition as
it becomes available. Operators are not expected
to be in full compliance with the amended version
as soon as it appears. Allowances will be made for
them to come into compliance with the amendments.

COABC operations will have a head start on
using the COS, and we will transition into the
COR later. This might spread out the  stress,
but it probably won’'t reduce it overall.

There will be a Canadian Organic symbol or logo,
and the new labelling regulations that come into
effect December 31, 2009, will help to make it
more clear which food prod- g - =

ucts are produced in Canada,
and which are imported.

COABC operations have the
advantage of being able to
use the BC Certified Organic
phrase and checkmark logo.
It clearly identifies product
that is produced in British
Columbia, and it is distinct-
ive and recognized. It also
helps us identify our prod-
ucts as local (or at least provincial) and thus
brings our products to the notice of the large
number of people who are buying locally. The
BCCO program and its checkmark have a reputa-
tion that we can continue to use and to enhance.

Over the next year, many of us will experience
a significant amount of stress over the changes,
as we become familiar with new acronyms, new
names, and new details. Transitions are always
stressful, and we need to try hard to not let our-
selves get overstressed. The main goal is to continue
to produce the highest quality food (and other agri-
cultural products) that we can, and to continue and
improve our work towards sustainability, not just in
soil tilth and quality, but in all our practices.u]g

Want to share your photos?

The BC Organic Grower is your publication, and we want
it to look like you! If you’ve got awesome photos to share
of your farm, and the people, animals and plants who
live and work there, we’d love to feature them in future
issues!

Send your high-resolution images (300dpi) to Moss at
bcogadvertising@certifiedorganic.bc.ca. Be sure to in-
clude photo credits, names of people in the image (please
be sure to obtain consent from your subjects), and a de-
scription of the photo.

80uB SSOY :0)0Yd
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Report from the Administrator

by Karen Fenske

s you read this the New

Year has begun and once
again COABC has risen to the
challenge of bringing in a new
year with exciting new plans!
2009 has a new look with
a COABC logo and updat-
ed website, a fantastic new
BCOG team (Moss Dance
and Andrea Langlois), more
regional seminars, and a new
Strategic Plan to help us chart
our path.

We are busy rolling out our Corporate Sponsorship
program so if you know of an organization that would
like to partner with COABC in growing the organic
sector via COABC’'s activities please have them
contact me. They will receive a presentation folder
which explains the opportunities and benefits and an
invitation to help us move forward. The results of this
project will have a positive impact on our capacity to
do more, while leaving fees at competitive levels.

We are also coming into the last stage of preparing for
the 2009 COABC Annual Conference and AGM (regis-

tration package within). A fun and cost-effective way
to market you company is to contribute to the Silent
Auction prize table. If you would like to donate food
to the menu requirements, or prizes, please contact
Donna Scheven, COABC Conference Coordinator at
donna@dsevents.ca or (604) 607-0644.

We look forward to seeing you at the Conference!

Karen Fenske “9

N.O.O.A

B.C.'scertifierofchoiceforsmall
and medium scale operations

@ Simple application forms

# Lowest Fees with Peer Review

4 Additional Services: Mentoring,
Seminars, Farm Visits

# Flexible, friendly organization

Contact: Cara @250-540-2557 northorganics@gmail.com

In-Season Farms Ltd.

At In-Season Farms, organic integrity and quality are the factors driving
our business. We deal only in Organic Products.

e BCARA
certified

# Certified %
7 Organic 7}

* Certified organic : . in
feed producer Fee dS e Swine
since 1993 " e Custom
i | rations
Delivery (604) 857-5781
Fax: (604) 857-1689
*Bags, Mini- Email: isfarms@telus.net Buver’s Groups
bulk or Bulk 27831 Huntingdon Rd. Y Wel P
Abbotsford, BC eicome
V4X 1B6

* Poultry
e Livestock
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Editor’s Note

by Moss Dance and Andrea Langlois

elcome to the winter version of the Grower! We
Ware very excited to be on board with the COABC

- in producing this diverse and
informative publication for
BC’s organic farmers.

We each have our own history
ofinvolvement with the organic
sector as farm apprentices,
farmers, and as members
of the movement towards
local, sustainable food. It is
an exciting opportunity to be
able to engage with farmers
across BC - to share, educate
and grow together.

This issue of the Grower is
dedicated to providing you
with help and guidance as you adapt to the National
Organic Regime. Many of the articles in this issue
serve as excellent references, so be sure to hold
onto it for awhile!

You'll see a bit of fresh design in this issue, and we
will slowly incorporate new elements to the Grower
for the upcoming issues. The input of readers will
be essential in helping us shape the journal into
something that’s interesting to read, informative,
and that brings forward the diverse issues and
voices of organic agriculture in BC. If you would
like to share information, letters, articles or story
ideas with us, please contact Andrea at editor@
certiﬁedorganic.bc.ca.mﬂ

Happy Growing!

Moss Dance (Layout and Design) and Andrea
Langlois (Editor)

Check out our web catalogue for:

- greenhouses and shade frames

- cloche clips, poly, lock and shade cloth
- roll up hardware, motors and cranks

- benches, ground cover and more

Steele Greenhouse Components Inc.
Mayne Island, BC
Ph: (604) 532-1817 Fax: (250) 539-2132
www.steelegc.com email: steele@axionet.com

Pear Rochellg

by Rochelle Eisen

Dear Rochelle

I am confused about which standard we are sup-
posed to be using in 2009. Hasn't the 2006 version
been amended?

~ Slightly exasperated in Rutland
Dear Exasperated

I hear your frustration, all will work out. Let me take
advantage of your question to tell you the story of
The Four Amendments...

Once upon a time there was a voluntary Canada
Organic standard that wanted to become mandatory.
To make it happen, many people from across the
land had to spend many long, arduous hours edi-
ting and discussing the legalities of our complicated
organic ways and how to amend the 2006 version of
the Organic Production Systems - General Principles
and Management Standards! (simply known as the
Principles) and the Permitted Substance List? (PSL),
the two parts that make up the standard.

In the early stages of these discussions, we were

taught that official standards
must be legally defensible and
to assure a fair playing field
for all users each standard
had to be precise on what was
required for compliance. This
meant eliminating all refer-
ences to a certification agency’s
discretionary power (in other words, allowed excep-
tions to the rule are now clearly outlined in the
standard). We also learnt that we had to be very
precise as when to use “shall,” “must,” “*may,” and
“should”. We were also directed to remove all the
organic labelling claim references in the standard as
these could only exist in the Regulation. Repetitive
redundancies were eliminated.

Beyond these ad nauseum bureaucratic changes,
a few minor edits were completed during the first
amendment process, but none that would actually
impact on operators.

Amendment two dealt mainly with clarifying vari-
ous definitions and standards so that they met
more of the technical requirements for a mandatory
system. Some notable changes were made; see
the®Amendments with Impact” articles [pages 8 &
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14] for more detail.

It was during the third round of amendments that
more substantive changes were made which may
have an impact on assorted operations. Again, see
the "Amendments with Impact” articles [pages 8 &
14] for more detail.

By the time you are reading this article the revised
version reflecting all the first three sets of amend-
ments should have been published and posted online
on the Canadian General Standards Board (CGSB)
Organic Agriculture website:
www.tpsgc-pwgsc.gc.ca/cgsb/on_the_net/organic/
index-e.html .

The COABC is planning to supply hardcopies of this
version to all the Certification Bodies (CBs) for dis-
tribution to their membership, with each CB having
to decide how to distribute these to each member.
This amended version is the version COABC will be
operating with for 2009, but there will be some lati-
tude given to allow for adaptation from the 2006 ver-
sion to the 2009 version. The COABC Accreditation
Committee has generated a Clarification and Guidance
tool to assist CBs and licensees [see below].

There is still more work to do to clear the Future
Work Lists (the collection system for petitions® for
change and other comments) and a fourth round is
in the planning stage. Many of the issues* raised by
BC operators during Paddy Doherty’s 2007 consulta-
tion process have not yet made it to their respective

Working Groups (Crops, Livestock, Processing, PLS,
Greenhouse etc.) for consideration, as every issue
had to be dealt with in order it was received by the
CGSB.

Working Group suggestions are then voted and
worked on by the Technical Committee. If passed
by the Technical Committee, the amendment is
approved for inclusion in the standard. Once amend-
ment four is published operators will have a year to
align to the new requirements.

~ Rochellg ‘nﬂ

! The Principles can also be referred to as CAN/CGSB-
32.310. CAN = Canada and CGSB = Canadian General
Standards Board and 32.310 the reference number for this
section.

2 The PSL is CAN/CGSB-32.311

3 If you are interested in submitting a petition, contact your
CB as they will have access to the necessary paperwork and
procedure for you to follow.

4 It maybe a good idea for BC operators to look over those
2007 submissions to see if any are no longer pertinent and
could be withdrawn.

Clarification and Guidance for the transition to the new organic
standard in British Columbia
For CBs accredited by COABC

By Anne Macey
Certified Organic Associations of British Columbia

From January 1st 2009 the COABC standard will be
the Canadian Organic Standard.

Since the 2006 version of the Canada Organic
Standard was published it has been undergoing an
extensive revision process. The amendments are
known to many individuals involved with the CGSB
process but the amendments have not yet been
officially published. The amended version is expected
to be available in December 2008.

Which version of the new standard do we use
in 2009?

The answer is both. When an amendment to any

standard is published there is always a period of
time before operators have to be in compliance - it
is never a static situation. Generally operators are
given up to a year to come into compliance, but it
is also possible they could be in compliance the day
an amendment is published. So if in January 2009
an operator is in compliance with the 2006 version
but not the amended version, the CB must provide
a timeline for the operator to make the changes
necessary to meet the new requirements. This might
be 12 months from date of publication, by the next
inspection, the next production cycle or whatever is
appropriate for the operation concerned.

Can we use the old COABC standard in 2009?

No. CBs and operators have known for over a year
that the Canadian Standard would be the BC standard
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GREEMBYTES...
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By putting one
tonne of carbon per I
hectare back into
§ the soil worldwide I
we can produce 20-
30 million tonnes I
more food than we
do currently. 1 I
tonne of carbon per
hectare = approx 2 I
tonnes of compost
per hectare I
I
I

Photo: Jen McMullen

Source: The Carbon, Water and Climate
IProgram from OSU

S |
in 2009 and operators should have been expected to
prepare themselves accordingly. CBs are expected
to use their discretion in determining compliance
and to be sure to carefully document the rationale if
exceptions are made. Exceptions can only be made
in an individual case. A CB cannot determine that it
will continue to use an element from the old COABC
standard if it is less restrictive than the Canadian
Standard.

How do we handle the transition if the COABC's
old and new standards are in conflict?

There are some areas where an operator might have
been in compliance in December 2008 but as of
January 1st, 2009 would not meet the requirements.
This does not mean the operator will immediately be
decertified. For example:

* Changes that cannot be made before the start
of a new production cycle can be deferred with
express permission of the CB.

* Any product produced under the old rules before
December 31st can continue to be sold as organ-
ic. It is product produced after Jan 1, 2009 that
must meet the new COABC standard unless a
specific exemption is granted.

* A phase out period for farming inputs already
in inventory (e.g. soil amendments and seeds
meeting the old standard) can be allowed. As yet

there is no official policy for the Canada Organic
Regime (COR) to provide guidance on this matter.
In the meantime CBs may allow operators to use
up inventory in the spring of 2009. This period
could be extended to match any future policy
decision for the COR.

Can CBs have their own standards that differ
from the new COABC Standard?

Yes, as long as they are equal to or exceed the
requirements of the new standard. ISO compliant
CBs approved to participate in the Canadian Organic
Regime, will not be able to refuse certification if an
operator meets the Canadian Standard. Regionally
accredited CBs can elect to have more restrictive
standards and only certify to their own standard. This
means that the CB could delete items from the PSL
but not add them. Certificates have to be clear which
program and standard is being used.

If any further clarification is needed please contact
Anne Macey, Director COABC Accreditation Board.

COABC Accreditation Board

202-3002 32nd Ave. Vernon, BC Canada V1T 2L7
t. (250) 260-4429 f. (250) 260-4436

e. office@certifiedorganic.bc.ca

www. certifiedorganic.bc.ca

Did you know that Salmonella Enteritidis, an im-
portant disease causing organism in humans, lives
in the intestines of chickens and rodents without
causing any illness in those species? People most
commonly acquire this illness from consumption of
undercooked contaminated eggs or chicken. You
can have your flock checked for this organism with
simple swab samples taken from the environment.

Written by Dr. William Cox, BC Ministry of Agriculture’s
Poultry Health Veterinarian Contact him by telephone at
604-556-3023 or email William.Cox@gov.bc.ca
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Special Section on the Canada Organic Standard

Principles (CAN/CGSB-32.310)
Amendments with Impacts

By Rochelle Eisen

A‘rhe following article only focuses on amendments
o the 2006 version of CAN/CGSB-32.310 that
growers should be aware of, and does not discuss
each requirement to its fullest, just the changes.

Be sure to read the Dear Rochelle column on Page 5
for an overall perspective. There is also a second part
to this article "PSL Amendments with Impacts.” Also
required reading is the “Clarification and Guidance
for the transition to the new organic standard in Brit-
ish Columbia for CBs accredited by COABC” article on
Page 6, so it is clear to you when you need to be in
compliance with these amendments.

Principles - Scope (Section 1)

One of the most common questions is what products
are covered by the scope of this standard?

)

Visit and shop 5
with us online

Para 1.2 specifies that only those products that have
production rules in the standard may be certified un-
der the Canada Organic Regime (COR). For now that
is restricted to Agricultural crops, Domesticated Live-
stock (inclusive of poultry, ratites, bison, fallow deer,
etc.), Apiculture and Bee products, Maple products,
Mushrooms, Sprouts, Greenhouse Crops, Wild Plant
Crops. This section includes the associated processed
foodstuffs for humans, as well as livestock feed and
other products used by livestock.

As there are no production rules for aquaculture (a
possible work in progress), cosmetics, forest prod-
ucts or textiles, these products fall outside the scope
of the standard until further notice, but are subject
to the Consumer Packaging and Labelling Act (truth
in advertising legislation).

A prohibition has been added for cloned farm animals
and their descendants (para 1.4.1.k). This means a
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producer will need to know the lineage of any non-
organic animal brought under organic management.

Principles - Crop Production
(Section 5)

An incredible amount of time was spent trying to
clarify the manure source standard (para 5.5.1)
so that it worked for everyone - kudos to the Crop
Working Group for persisting. The revised version
prohibits manure from confined livestock operations,
such as crated veal operations and hog barns where
farrowing crates are used. It does not include caged
poultry as long as they can completely turn around in
the cage. It also prohibits manure from livestock op-
erations where animals are kept permanently in the
dark. The only other criterion is that there is enough
information kept on record to affirm compliance of
the source to this standard.

A very useful informative note was added to the ma-
nure source requirements suggesting that it would
be best if manure did not come from landless op-
erations, or from livestock operations that use GMO
feeds. At fist glance you might think that this is not
an outright prohibition of high risk GMO containing
manures, but don’t forget the overriding 1.4.1 para-
graph which prohibits the use of "materials and prod-

yionnnys

Am employee-owned company

profitable.
mpand our
Ieﬂlgs.

i .Iust a few ol’ the over 40 !ettuce anl:l
salad mix varieties we offer.

)] Encﬂ.r‘e Lettuce er

L] Red Russian” Kale

® Biackhawk Redieafl Lettuce

® Tango' Green Oakleaf Lettuce

0 ‘Baby Oakieaf Green Dakleaf Lettuce

Hot Compost / DNA?2

* GM DNA can be found in most manure
no matter if the source is organic or not

GM DNA can be found in vermicompost-
ing
GM DNA was not found in cattle manure

that was collected directly from the cow
and then hot composted for four months

GM DNA was found in hot composted
layer manure contaminated by feed

Conclusion: Effective hot composting of
manures for at least four months can degrade
GM DNA, but it is critical the manure is not
contaminated with intact seeds or grain.

Other Online Hot Compost / DNA resources:
The Fate of the Recombinant DNA in Corn dur-
ing Composting:

www.informaworld.com/smpp/content~content
=a713730964~db=all

Does composting degrade modified DNA?
http://oacc.info/DOCs/compost_mclean.pdf

1 Martin, R.C. Van Acker, R. And McLean, N. 2005.
Identified Risks in Canada of Co-existence between
GMO non-GMO Farm Systems. 1st Annual Congress
of the Quality Low Input Food Project: ORGANIC
FARMING FOOD QUALITY AND HEALTH, University of
Newcastle upon Tyne, UK. January, 2005

ucts produced from genetic engineering”. There is no
outright prohibition of these manures, but you must
make sure you are not contaminating your farm. This
means these manures must be properly hot compos-
ted as the heat in the piles renders down transgenic
material. For more insights into this topic refer to my
notes on the PSL annotation for compost feedstocks
in the PSL Amendment article and also refer to the
Hot Compost/DNA sidebar [above].

Principles - Livestock Production
(Section 6)

Whatever you do, take my advice and do not refer to
the 2006 version at all when reading these changes,
as the livestock section has had a major rewrite and

BC Organic Grower, Volume 12, Number 1, Winter 2009 Page 9



reorganization and very few of the paragraph num-
bers in the 2009 version align with the original 2006
version, so if you haven’t downloaded or received
your 2009 version, read the concepts and don't fret
the referenced section numbers.

Clarification was added to the livestock pasture re-
quirement for herbivores in Para 6.1.3 making it clear
that herbivores must have access to pasture during
the grazing season and access to the open air at all
other times as weather dictates. Exceptions are iden-
tified in paragraph 6.8 “Livestock Living Conditions”
(see this discussion further on), and as in the previ-
ous version it is clear that you may confine livestock
when field conditions are sub-par and animal activity
would be harmful to the farm (para 6.8.2.d) and sur-
rounding ecosystem. One key new addition in para-
graph 6.1.3 is that sexually mature herbivores must
be able to graze 30% of their total forage intake dur-
ing the grazing season. Minimum grazing densities
are also outlined in paragraph 6.1.3.a, so be sure to
look at this closely as it says: “On all farms a mini-
mum of 0.13 ha (1/3 acre) per animal unit must be
devoted to grazing. (One animal unit = one cow or
one bull or two calves (each 225 to 500 kg) or five
calves (each less than 225 kg) or four ewes and their
lambs or six does and their kids).”

As it is currently impossible to purchase antibiotic-

Nature’s Nutrients - 4430 Hullcar Rd.
Armstrong, BC - VOE 184 - Tel. (250)550-4008

www.naturesnutrients.ca

Page 10

Raw Manure

N Y RPN /B
WA BT
w0 N R KBV TS
If incorporated into the soil 90 or 120 days before

harvest, raw compliant manure in either solid or
liquid form can be used (para 5.5.2.5). The interval
period is determined in the following manner. If the
crop comes into contact with the soil, the application
must be done 120 days before harvest (e.g. lettuce,
potatoes, and strawberries). If the crop never comes
into contact with the soil (e.g. tree fruit, cane fruit),
only a 90-day interval is needed.

free vaccines, the antibiotic-free criteria was removed
in paragraph 6.2.2.c.i and will remain so until such
time when antibiotic-free vaccines are available. To
be clear, the amount of antibiotic in a vaccine is min-
iscule and its sole purpose is to act as a preservative.
As far as I can see, this was the only place in the
standard where the antibiotic-free vaccine require-
ment was specifically made, and therefore this is the
only place it had to be amended.

Generally, we all know if organic feed cannot be
sourced in sufficient quantity and type to provide a
balanced ration suited to the type of livestock, the
livestock cannot be considered organic, but a 10 con-

* Perfect fertilizer
for organic and
conventional crops

« Composted Poultry
Manure

* NPK: 4.5-1.3-1.5

« Call for delivery
pricing and options

'
L8N
ﬁ
Fevicwsd and approved by
PACS, SUE A, and s WA
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secutive day derogation (para 6.4.1) has been added
to accommodate for “a local farm scale catastrophic
event (such as fire, flood, or extreme climatic con-
ditions).” If organic feed is unobtainable during this
type of farm crisis, feed from transitional land and
known to be free of substances prohibited by para-
graph 1.4.1 can be fed for 10 consecutive days.

New paragraph 6.4.4.j prohibits synthetic colouring
agents in livestock feed and paragraph 6.4.6 pro-
hibits the force feeding of water fowl. A great deal
of work was done reorganizing parts of section 6.7
Livestock Health Care to help differentiate how dairy
versus meat animals may be treated when ill. As this
has seemed confusing up to now, I am going to re-
view components of this section, even though there
are no significant changes since the 2006 version ex-
cept the minimum withdrawal when using antibiotics
on dairy animals has been upped to 30 days from 14
days (para 6.7.6.d).

Dairy animal emergency treatment is mostly outlined
in paragraph 6.7.6.d. It says emergency antibiotic
treatments are permitted only with written instruc-
tions from a veterinarian (subpart i) with the follow-
ing caveats: minimum withdrawal of 30 or twice the
label specification whichever is longer (subpart ii);
use must be documented (subpart iii); and, chron-
ic animals requiring repeated treatment need to be
culled (subpart v). The most complicated standard
is subpart 6.7.6.d.iv which stipulates any dairy cow
that is treated more than two times during any 12
month period with any combination of antibiotics or
parasiticides (anthelmintics) has to undergo a 12-
month transition before milk can be organic. This al-
lows either two treatments of parasiticides per year
or two treatments of antibiotic per year or one treat-
ment of each per year.

The key point is that the same antibiotic derogation
does not extend to meat animals (para 6.7.8). It is
also important to realize that there is no allowance for
hormonal treatments for meat animals (para 6.7.7)
except for oxytocin as outlined in the PSL (for details
read page 17). To help keep parasite loads in check,
there must be sound pasture practices and fecal
count monitoring done (para 6.7.9.a). Also worthy of
note is the inclusion of a derogation for parasiticides
(anthelmintics) on meat animals in para 6.7.9.b. But
before you can evoke the derogation there must be
evidence of parasite infection (para 6.7.9.b.i); written
instructions from a veterinarian (para 6.7.9.b.ii); and
a plan to avoid similar situations (para 6.7.9.b.vi). If
you do use a parasticide on a meat animal, double
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the label withdrawal is required before the meat can
be marketed as organic (para 6.7.9.b.iii); and, most
importantly, there can only be one treatment on ani-
mals less than a year old, and a limit of two per year
for older animals (para 6.7.9.b.iv).

A derogation (para 6.8.1.g) has been inserted for
bedding straw but only for animals that do not tend
to eat it. In this situation, as long the straw has not
been exposed to any prohibited item listed in 1.4.1
for 60 days prior to being harvested, this straw can
be used as bedding for these animals.

Regarding Livestock Living Conditions, you may limit
access when conditions outside would negatively af-
fect the welfare (para 6.8.2.c) of the animals such
in the case for young birds until fully feathered, or
young herbivores till they build their immune sys-
tems. In fact, paragraph 6.8.10.3 stipulates that all
dairy replacement calves over nine months of age
shall have access to pasture. Breeding bulls are the
complete exemption and they can always be con-
fined (para 6.8.7.a), while paragraph 6.8.7.b sets
the minimum space permitted for the finishing phase
for cattle at 23 sq. meters/animal. Paragraph 6.8.8
determines the indoor and outdoor space for cattle
(cows and calves); paragraph 6.8.9 does the same
for sheep and goats; paragraph 6.8.11.2 for poul-

—
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try; paragraph 6.8.12.2 for rabbits; and, paragraph
6.8.13.3 for pigs.

It seems poultry densities will be on some future
work list to be reviewed, but this may not happen
for quite some time. If you do have any constructive
ideas or comments on what could work for a standard
don’t hesitate to contact your CB or myself, so that
this information can be added to an official petition
to get this standard reviewed and possibly amended.
Until this is resolved, negatively impacted producers
who disagree with the current version would have to
submit their case in writing to their CBs for consider-
ation, addressing each aspect of the standard. Each
CB will have to decide if they can justify an exemp-
tion to the requirements, record their decision and
review the situation annually.

Paragraph 6.8.10.1.d is a new addition requiring that
only outdoor hutches with access to an enclosed yard
or run are acceptable for calves. This is a definite
change from the previous version, while paragraph
6.8.11.1.a clarifies that it is row/battery cages for
poultry that is prohibited (the 2006 version just said
cages).

I know there maybe a lot more questions regarding
livestock requirements in light of these amendments.
I am willing to explore reconvening the livestock pro-
ducer committee to review the amended standard,
but only if impacted producers feel it's absolutely
necessary. Please do get in touch if you have con-
cerns.

Specific Production Requirements
(Section 7)

No notable changes in the Apiculture (7.1), Maple
Syrup (7.2), Mushrooms (7.3), Greenhouse Crops
Production (7.5), or the Wild Crops (7.6) standards.

There are a few points worthy of mention regard-
ing Sprout Production (7.4). Water analysis must be
conducted once every six months (para 7.4.3); rinse
water cannot contain soluble fertilizer (para 7.4.4); if
a growing media is used, it must conform to the stan-
dard (para 7.4.5); only food contact cleaning sub-
stances identified in section 7.3 of the PSL may come
into contact with seeds or sprouts (para 7.4.6).

Principles - Processing (Section 8)

The numbering has been changed around in this sec-
tion, so don't refer to your 2006 version as it won't
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align in all cases with the referenced paragraph num-
bers given here.

Ingredients/Food Additives
and Processing Aids

In the 2006 version, there was a requirement that all
agriculture ingredients in a 95% and above product
had to be organic; this requirement has been excised.
Now non-organic agricultural ingredients are allowed
but only within the 5% non-organic margin and only
if not available in the equivalent organic form (para
8.2.3) and cost cannot be a consideration. For ex-
ample, if you use a ground meal of some type in
your recipe, but it is only commercially available in its
whole form then you can purchase the non-organic
meal if it and the other non-organic ingredients con-
stitute less then 5% of the product makeup. But you
must be able to substantiate that any of these non-
organic agriculture ingredients used (para 8.2.6) are
not genetically engineered, been exposed to ionizing
radiation, or derived from cloned animals. Availability
must be reviewed annually.

Some other considerations to keep in mind: any non-
agriculture ingredient used within the 5% limit must
be listed in the PSL (para 8.2.7), and similarly either
your processing aids (e.g. bentonite, casein) must
be organic or listed in section 6.6 of the PSL (para
8.3.3). If you use a processing aid listed in the PSL
you must also confirm that they are not genetically
engineered, been exposed to ionizing radiation, or
derived from cloned animals.

Cleaning

There has been a change in cleaning requirements as
the committee recognized that rinsing is not always
practical, so two approaches were provided.

If a cleaning product comes into direct contact with
organic food or food contact surfaces (para 8.3.7) and
you don’t want to rinse or purge, you are restricted to
those cleaning products listed in PSL section 7.3 and
restricted by the notations as outlined.

Subsequently paragraph 8.3.8 outlines that cleaning
products listed in PSL section 7.4 can be used to
clean, disinfect or sanitize organic food contact sur-
faces and anything else in the plant you would like
to clean except the food itself. You must be sure to
remove the cleaning product from the food contact
surface before food comes into contact with it. This
means in some cases that evaporation, or drying off
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the surface can assure there is no residue. In the
situation where there maybe residuals, rinsing with
potable water is the most appropriate action.

It is important to take a close look at PSL section
7.3, as there are only a handful of cleaning products
that can come into direct contact with organic food
including non-synthetic acetic acid (vinegar - organic
or non-organic), citric acid and hydrogen peroxide.
Cleaning products that don’t have to be removed
from food contact surfaces include those previously
mentioned plus synthetic acetic acid, isopropyl alco-
hol, ascorbic acid, peracetic acid, potassium bicar-
bonate and sodium bicarbonate.

PSL 7.4 has a slightly different focus. It covers all
cleaning products that can be used on anything ex-
cluding food but if used on organic food contact sur-
faces they must be rinsed off with potable water. Ba-
sically, you cannot wash organic fruit and vegetables
with soap and rinse it off and be in compliance with
this standard. For complete details refer to the Sec-
tion 7 — Permitted Substances Lists For Cleaners, Dis-
infectants, And Sanitizers review in the PSL Amend-
ment article on Page 18.

Pest Control

As before, an operator must employ good manufac-
turing practices (para 8.4.1) such as eliminating pest
habitat and food opportunities, establishing effective
exclusion methods, using mechanical traps and lures
and allowed repellants. If good manufacturing prac-
tices are not effective, operators can use pest con-
trol substances listed in section 6.7 of the PSL (para
8.4.2).

What is completely new is para 8.4.3, which says if
the above is not effective, you may use pest control
substances not listed in PSL on the exterior of your
facility, but you must make sure there is no contact
with organic products, and the use documented.

Paragraph 8.4.4 is not really new but it clarifies that
organic products cannot be exposed to pest con-
trol products not allowed in this standard during
any phase of production, transfer, storage or border
crossing.

A complete rewrite was done on section 9 Emergen-
cy Pest Or Disease Treatment in the hopes of clar-
ity. In the situation where any government program
is doing widespread treatment of pests (gypsy moth,
noxious weeds) or diseases (West Nile virus, Avian
Influenza) with materials prohibited in this standard,
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operators must inform their CB. Organic products ex-
posed to these prohibited materials may lose their or-
ganic status and a transition period maybe required.
This is all it outlines in the standard for emergency
exposure, but the hope is that the CB will complete a
risk analysis of the situation to assess how extreme is
the contamination. If the risk of contamination is low
(e.g. the Spinosad formulation used was not compli-
ant) maybe only this exposed crop in the particular
field needs to lose status. If the exposure was more
severe a transition period for the impacted land can
be imposed.

Livestock animals exposed to mandatory treatment
cannot be sold as slaughterstock or as organic breed-
ing stock as per paragraph 6.7, but can be kept in the
herd. As long as the exposure occurred in the first
two trimesters and these treated animals continued
to be raised according to the standard, offspring of
these treated animals will qualify as organic slaugh-
terstock.

Requirements for Adding or Amending
Substances in Can/CGSB-32.311
Organic Production Systems

Section 10 is now Requirements for Adding
or Amending Substances in Can/CGSB-32.311
Organic Production Systems - Permitted Sub-
stance List. These requirements used to be in
Section 11, while Section 10 dealt with label-
ling, but as all labelling information has to be
in the Organic Production Regulation, all refer-
ences to labelling have been removed from

the standard.

I am not going to review the requirements for add-
ing or amending a substance, but am happy to re-
spond to questions about this section anytime. And
if you want to petition for the addition, amendment
or even deletion of a substance, I will be happy to
assist. Each CB will also have the paperwork for this
process, and remember there already exists a large
backlog of submissions yet to be dealt with, so there
is a possibility anything raised at this point may take
at least a year to get to the table for discussion.ng

You can contact Rochelle Eisen, Organic Extension

Agent at 250.547.6573 or by email at extension@
certifiedorganic.bc.ca.
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Special Section on the Canada Organic Standard

PSL (CAN/CGSB-32.311)
Amendments with

Impacts

by Rochelle Eisen

is article only discusses substantive changes

made to the Permitted Substance List by
Amendments 1 thru 3. These changes may require
operators to modify their current activities to assure
compliance in 2009.

4 - PERMITTED SUBSTANCES LISTS FOR CROP
PRODUCTION

4.2 - Soil Amendments

The levels of acceptable trace contaminants in ash
(plant and animal) from off-farm sources now
have to meet the category C1 requirements outlined
in Environnement Quebec’s “"Guidelines for beneficial
use of fertilizing residuals” www.mddep.gouv.qc.ca/
matieres/mat_res-en/fertilisantes/critere/index.htm.
For arsenic (13 mg/kg), cadmium (3 mg/kg), chro-
mium (210 mg/kg), copper (400 mg/kg), lead (150
mg/kg) and mercury (0.8 mg/kg).

The bone meal annotation duplicates the specified
risk material requirements outlined in the CFIA’s
Fertilizer Regulation and states “Permitted only if
guaranteed free of specified risk materials including
the skull, brain, trigeminal ganglia (nerves attached
to the brain), eyes, tonsils, spinal cord and dorsal
root ganglia (nerves attached to the spinal cord) of
cattle aged 30 months or older; and the distal ileum
(portion of the small intestine) of cattle of all ages.”
All bone meal sold in Canada probably complies with
this regulation.

It's important to recognize that the requirement to
use organic alfalfa meal and pellets if commer-
cially available extends to blended fertilizers con-
taining alfalfa. The same would be true with oil seed
meals and fertilizers containing oil seed meals.
An entry for oil seed meals was added to this section
during the amendment process as an allowed input.

Clarification has been added to the cannery wastes
origin and usage requirements saying that the source
must be organically grown or composted as outlined
under the “"Composting feedstocks” entry.

Ethoxyquin is now clearly prohibited as a fish-based
soil amendment product preservative. Sulphuric
acid has been added so it can be used to adjust the
pH of fish-based products, but it is identified as the
least preferred chemical following; organic vinegar,
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organic citric acid, and phosphoric acid.

Mined sulphate of potash magnesia, langbeinite
has been added as allowed.

The compost entry has been divided into 4 categor-
ies: composting feedstocks; compost produced on
the farm; compost obtained from off-farm sources;
and compost tea.

Regarding composting feedstocks, clarification
has been added to assure all animals manures
destined to be composted comply with the source
requirements laid out in paragraph 5.5.1 of CAN/
CGSB-32.310 (the Principles). Forestry plant and
plant by-products have also been added, as well
as soils and minerals complying with this standard,
are acceptable as composting feedstocks.

The most important new composting feedstock
requirement pertaining to all other materials
besides animal manures (remember animal manures
must comply with 5.5.1 in 32.310) is the following. If
there is chance that any non-manure compost feed-
stock maybe contaminated with prohibited materials,
either don’t use it or have test results verifying that
the source is clean, or documentation that these
contaminants will break down during composting. It
is important to remember that no matter what the
source the composting feedstock criteria must be
satisfied someway. For example, to the best of my
knowledge most herbicides used at least in residen-
tial areas in Canada do breakdown during thermal
composting (F.Y.I. quoting this article to your CB
will not be sufficient due diligence). On the other
hand, aminopyralid a commercial herbicide sold in
Canada under the following brand names Restore,
Milestone, and De-750 does not break down even
when hot composted. The same is true for its relative
Clopyralid found in many Canadian commercial prod-
ucts such as Eclipse, Lontrel, Curtail, Prowl, Ultimax,
Flaxman, Transline, Prestige, Prevail, and Fieldstar.

I remember a few years ago south of the border
in Washington State when clopyralid residue traces
were found in commercial composts and causing
“injury to non-target plants” (people’s gardens etc.).
Officials figured that the herbicide was getting into
the landscape waste recycling stream, probably
from clorpyralid-treated grass clippings being used
in the composting process. I am sure there have
been similar problems north of the border, although
none received as much press coverage as what hap-
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pened in Washington. Picloram (brand name Tordan,
Grazon) is another known herbicide with long lasting
residues that don’t breakdown even when hot com-
posted. Supposedly the pesticide Diazinon doesn’t
breakdown well during the composting process
either, another good reason we should be pleased
Diazinon was phased out for non-agriculture use in
both Canada and the USA by 2004. Diazinon is still
available for agriculture use in both countries.

Clarifying additions were made to what cannot be
used as a composting feedstock - any source
fortified with substances not listed in the PSL,
such as pulp and paper mills to which urea and
phosphoric acid are commonly added are prohibited.
Also leather by-products, and animals and animal
by-products that are not guaranteed free of specified
risk materials are prohibited, along with glossy paper,
paper with coloured ink and waxed cardboard etc.

Beyond satisfying all the compost feedstock criteria,
you have three options on how to handle on-farm
compost. The material must either:

1) Reach a temperature of 55°C (130°F) for
four consecutive days or more and be turned
sufficiently to make sure the entire pile
reaches this temperature for the minimum
amount of time.

2) Meet Canadian Council of Ministers of the
Environment (CCME) limits for acceptable
levels (MPN/g total solids) of human patho-
gens. Currently those requirements are
“fecal coliforms < 1000 MPN / g of total
solids calculated on a dry weight basis, OR
No Salmonella sp. with a detection level
< 3 MPN/4g total solids calculated on a
dry weight basis.” See Table 1 in CCME’s
Guidelines for Compost Quality www.ccme.
ca/assets/pdf/compostgdins_1340_e.pdf

3) Or, treated as raw manure and abide the
pre-harvest interval requirements outlined in
5.5.3.3 of CAN/CGSB 32.310.

Similarly, compost feedstocks used in compost
obtained from off-farm sources must meet the
same composting feedstock requirements as on-
farm compost, plus it:

N
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GREENBYTES...

With the BC govern-
ment’s recent public
warning about pos-
sible health risks
from exposure to
B.C. pine forests
sprayed with arsenic
based pesticides
between the mid 80’s until 2004, or-
ganic growers need to practice suf-
ficient due diligence if purchasing
any type of pine derived product for
use on-farm.

Photo: Pine beetle-killed
Lodgepole Pines. Public
Domain Image
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1) Must satisfy the CCME’s Category " A’ require-
ments for both trace contaminants and for-
eign matter. Refer to pages 16 and 17 in
CCME's guide.

2) Cannot lead to a build up of heavy metals in
the farm soil.

3) Must meet the same CCME’s limits for
acceptable levels (MPN/g total solids) of
human pathogens as on-farm compost.

As before, all materials used for compost tea must
comply with the requirements for each component in
the standard, but criteria have been added for foliar
applications of compost tea to reduce the human
health risk. Therefore if compost tea is applied dir-
ectly on edible parts of plants, the operator must
substantiate that “best practices known to eliminate
pathogens during the process have been used” or
abide by the 90/120 day pre harvest requirement
for raw manure applications as outlined in 5.5.3.3 of
CAN/CGSB 32.310.

The entry for plants and plant by-products (hay,
straw, leaves, crop residues) used as soil amend-
ments has been modified to make it clearer that if
treated with anything not listed in sections 6.4.1 and
6.6 of the PSL these sources can only be considered
as compost feedstocks.

Processed (mechanically or physically treated)
animal manure products are allowed as long as
any substances added comply with this standard;
secondly the manure priority in paragraph 5.5.1 of
32.310 has been satisfied and lastly the product
free of human pathogens. If not considered safe, it
should be applied as if it is raw manure (5.5.2.5 of
CAN/CGSB 32.310).
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The origin and usage criteria for worm castings
(also called vermicompost, worm compost, vermi-
cast, worm humus, or worm manure) has been clari-
fied to make it clearer that the feedstocks must meet
the new compost feedstock criteria no matter if they
are produced on or off-farm.

4.3 - Crop Production Aids and Materials

This section may seem like it is saying all of these
products are allowed, but that is not the case. In
fact, there has to be a brand name product regis-
tered in Canada for the particular use you want and
that commercial product must also meet all other cri-
teria laid out in this standard. Therefore keep in mind
this section is a list of generic products that would
be allowed for, but only if there is an acceptable and
compliant registered product.

Notable amendments to this section include:

Non-synthetic ethyl alcohols have been included
as solvents to extract botanical insecticides.

Both natural chelates and synthetic chelates
must now be specified in the PSL to be allowed. What
is the difference between a natural and a synthetic
chelate? Soil humic complexes and other organic soil
acids that have not been chemically altered would be
examples of naturally occurring chelates. If chem-
ically treated, they would be classified as synthetic
chelates. Lignin sulphonate, a by-product from the
chemical pulp and paper industry is also an example
of a synthetic chelate. From what I have read,
supposedly natural chelates are preferred as they
have increased bioavailability versus their synthetic
counterparts.

If sanitation and trapping are not effectively hand-
ling a rodent problem, cholecalciferol (vitamin
D3) can be used (as was in Book 2 ver 7) outdoors
and inside greenhouses. Unfortunately right now in
Canada there are no PMRA registered products con-
taining vitamin D3.
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One significant addition to this section is an entry
for formulants which are materials commonly
added to pest control products to improve their
sprayability, solubility, spreadability or stability.
Operators will need to confirm that all formulants
present in any product that comes into direct
contact with a crop is either on List 4A or 4B of
the Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA)
Regulatory Note REG2007-04 or are non-synthetic.
Formulants classified as List 3 in PMRA Regulatory
Note REG2007-04 may be used with passive phero-
mone dispensers. Formulants classified as List 1 or
List 2 in PMRA Regulatory Note REG2007-04 are pro-
hibited. REG2007-04 can be found at http://www.
pmra-arla.gc.ca/english/pdf/reg/reg2007-04-e.pdf

Hydrated lime now can be used as a plant disease
control product.

Both synthetic and non-synthetic pheromones
(as was in Book 2 ver 7) and other semiochemicals
may be used as pest control.

Both pyrethrum and rotenone can be used if the
commercial product contains only acceptable formu-
lants and the botanical pesticides criteria as out-
lined in this section has also be satisfied. December
31, 2008 was the last day for sales of all domestic
and commercial non-piscicide (non-fish killing) rote-
none products in Canada. Last day for legal use of
stocked inventory is Dec 31, 2012.

This may also be the time to point out that the
PSL includes generic material (e.g. neem and rote-
none) that aren’t registered for use in Canada. This
was done purposely to assure that imported food
and food products from jurisdictions where the
use is legal could be traded/marketed and used in
Canada.

Any item in section 4.3 that is appropriate can be
used as a seed treatment along with microbial
products, kelp, yucca, gypsum, clays, and botanic-
als.

The origin and usage note for lime sulphur (calcium
polysulphide) has been simplified from the previous
version. Lime sulphur is now “allowed as fungicide,
insecticide and acaricide (mite control) on plants.”

Latex paint which has been commonly used as
a tree sealant and to offset southwest injury pro-
tection has been deleted to align with the USDA
National Organic Program.

Regarding all cleaners, disinfectants listings pre-
viously in this section - each entry has been
reviewed and if retained has been moved to sec-
tion 7 - Permitted Substances Lists for Cleaners,
Disinfectants and Sanitizers of the PSL [See chart
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on facing page]. Some uses have been restricted, be
sure to review this section.

5 — PERMITTED SUBSTANCES LISTS FOR
LIVESTOCK PRODUCTION

5.1 - Classification

Livestock product substances are now categorized
into a) Feed, Feed Additives and Feed Supplements
and b) Health Care Products and Production Aids.
Refer to section 7 for cleaning product listings.

5.2 - Feed, Feed Additives and Feed
Supplements

Organic milk replacer must be used when
commercially available and if non-organic milk
replacer is used, not only does it have to be antibiotic
and animal fat free, but it cannot contain any
by-products.

SUMMARY TABLE for PSL 7.3 & 7.4 (Cleaners,

Disinfectants and Sanitizers)

5.3 - Health Care
Products and
Production Aids
(Livestock)

Only 3% pharmaceut-
ical grade hydrogen
peroxide can be
used as an external
disinfectant, while a
35-50% food grade source must be used for live-
stock drinking water (dilution rates are listed in the
guidance document).
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The chlorohexidine entry was clarified to make it
clear that it is only allowed for use as a post-milking
teat dip (no pre-milking use allowed). The mineral
oil origin and use entry was simplified to “for exter-
nal use only”.

The oxytocin origin and usage entry has been
expanded to make it clearer that meat from treated
animals will not lose organic status, as long as the
withdrawal time requirement specified in
par. 6.7.6.d [editorial note: current ver-
sion shows 6.7.6.c this needs to be cor-
rected] of CAN/CGSB 32.310 is adhered
to and the oxytocin is being used for

If You Use These Types
Of Cleaning Products

Type of Contact

Is An Intermediary
Step Necessary?

- Non-synthetic acetic acid
- Vinegar (organic or non)
- Citric acid

- Hydrogen peroxide

In direct contact
with organic food

No — see PSL 7.3

All the above plus:

- Synthetic acetic acid

- Isopropy! alcohol

- Ascorbic acid

- Peracetic acid

- Potassium bicarbonate
- Sodium bicarbonate

In contact with food
surfaces before
food comes Into
contact with the
food surface

No — see PSL 7.3

- Bleach (chlorine)

- Caustic potash
(potassium hydroxide)

- Detergents

- lodine

- Lime

- Lye (sodium hydroxide)

- Phosphoric acid

- Potassium permanganate

- Soaps

- Soap-based algaecide
demossers

- Sodium borate

- Surfactants

- Wetting agents

In contact with
organic food sur-
faces

Yes — see PSL 7.4
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post parturition therapeutic use only
(e.g. retained placenta and failure to let
down milk).

6 — PERMITTED SUBSTANCES LISTS
FOR PROCESSING

As mentioned elsewhere, cleaning prod-
ucts have been moved into Section 7, so
the title of this section was modified to
reflect that change.

6.3 — Non-organic Ingredients
Classified as Food Additives

Both sulphurous acid and potassium
metabisulphite can be used when mak-
ing certified organic fruit-based alcoholic
beverages. The maximum allowable lev-
els are outlined in the standard and
vary with the residual sugar levels.
Potassium metabisulphite is permitted
as an alternative to sulphur wicks and
bottled SO2 as it is safer, more readily
available, and easier to handle in smaller
quantities.

The calcium chloride origin and usage
note was clarified to make it clear it can
be used in “milk products/fat products
/fruits and vegetables/soybean prod-
ucts.”
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The origin and usage restriction for sodium hydrox-
ide has been deleted.

6.4 - Non-organic Ingredients Not Classified
as Food Additives

Natural potassium iodide is now permitted when
legally required. A notation was added to the salt
(sodium chloride) origin and usage requiring that
“only substances listed in table 6.4.1 or 6.4.2 may
be added to mined or sea salt.”

There is no longer any restrictive annotation for
oxygen, while the annotation for nitrogen has been
changed to require the use of food-grade quality.

6.6 — Processing Aids

Bentonite and cellulose have been added as filtering
aids; the cellulose has to be non-chlorine bleached.

Rice hulls, powdered milk and egg white were
removed. This means only organic forms of these
three items are acceptable.

Calcium hydroxide (Lime) has been added, with no
restrictions.

Activated charcoal is now clearly prohibited for use
in processing maple syrup.

The casein annotation was modified making it man-
datory to use organic casein if it is commercially
available.

Gelatine (gelatin) can now be used as long as
guaranteed free of specified risk materials, and the
organic form used when commercially available.

There is no longer any restrictive annotation for
oxygen, while the annotation for nitrogen has been
changed to require the use of food-grade quality.

A new addition to the Processing Aid section is
vegetable oil which can be used “as a sprayed-on
greasing agent.” There is one caveat - the source
could not have been manufactured using synthetic
solvents.

6.7 - Pest Control Substances

Ammonium carbonate can be used as an attract-
ant in insect traps while boric acid can be used for
structural pest control (e.g. ants) if there is no direct
contact with organic food or crops.

Usage of cholecalciferol (vitamin D3) as a bait
has been restricted to the exterior of food processing
and storage facilities. And as mentioned in section
4.3, there are currently no PMRA registered rodenti-
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cides containing vitamin D3 available.

Neem oil, an extract from Azadirachta indica, a
tropical shrubby tree, has been added to the PSL but
as there are no registered PMRA products containing
neem it cannot be used within Canada. Neem has
been added to the PSL to allow ingredients and prod-
ucts produced in other countries where it is legal to
use neem to be imported and used in Canada.

7 - PERMITTED SUBSTANCES LISTS FOR
CLEANERS, DISINFECTANTS, AND SANITIZERS

For complete insight to the revised cleaning require-
ments, be sure to read the Cleaning portion of the
‘Principles Amendments with Impacts’ article on Page
12 as well as the Summary Table on Page 17.

7.3 - Food-grade cleaners, disinfectants and
sanitizers that are allowed without a
mandatory removal event

Potassium bicarbonate has been added as a non-
rinse material but for equipment only.

7.4 — Cleaners, disinfectants and sanitizers
that shall be removed from surfaces in
contact with organic food

The entry for bleach was slightly modified to make
it clear that any chlorinated water applied to crops
or food from any source cannot exceed the legal free
chlorine levels for safe drinking water. For BC, that
level is 0.2 mg/L.

A soap listing was added and the origin and usage
annotation clearly outlines what are acceptable
soaps as products consisting of fatty acids derived
from animal or vegetable oils. Similarly, an entry for
surfactants was added to make sure that all sur-
factants used are biodegradable (same requirement
as detergents).

Photo: COABC
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ThE 2008 BC OrRGANIC SECTOR STRATEGIC PLANNING PROJECT
Developed by Karen Fenske of StratPoint Solutions for COABC

Executive Summary

Change is constant, change is challenging and
CHANGING A CULTURE is exactly what the organic
sector is doing. Those who practice and support or-
ganic agriculture are in the process of shifting the
world to sustainable behaviours which will provide
healthy people, thriving animals, and nutrition packed
plants. Their goal of resurrecting our world from a
self-destructive path is being achieved one farm at
time, one consumer at a time and one member of the
next generation at a time.

Though this project began in search of an answer
to increase supply, the results represent a broader
picture. Organic practices impact environmental pro-
tection and restoration, animal welfare, food safety,
food quality, food security, standards, climate change,
health, and social welfare issues. The sector has a
variety of stakeholders who play foundational roles
such as accreditation and certification, advocacy,
communication, advertising, information, research,
education, marketing, and organizational capacity
development. This plan includes actions for all seg-
ments of the sector which will not only increase sup-
ply but move forward the organic movement with a
collaborative and organized approach.

The BC organic sector maintains a double digit annual
growth pattern. This demand has presented attrac-
tive financial returns, sparking interest among new
entrants and conventional participants. However, this
demand which continues to outstrip supply has pre-
sented problems with import infilling, reduced profit
margins and integrity issues. The BC Organic sec-
tor sits on the crest of continued advancement with
choices to promote local produce, healthy food, posi-
tive environmental and socio-economic impacts and
inclusion of more producers.

During the period of this plan, the Federal Govern-
ment Growing Forward plan will be put into action,
the Canadian Organic Regime is expected to be im-
plemented, the market will need time to recover from
this year’s turbulence and the human resource issues
will need time to transform. This will be a period dur-
ing which people need to use the many resources
available to strengthen the tools that are already in
place and to be creative about developing initiatives
which will require minimal resources with a broad im-
pact. Funding will need to be injected into the most
strategic initiatives.

A strategic plan is a tool that can be used like a map
to maintain course on the way to the target. Regular
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performance evaluation is required to ensure stake-
holders can adjust to the external impacts quickly
and efficiently. COABC is expected to take ownership
of this plan with the hope that at some point in the
future the BC Organic Sector Roundtable (BCOSR)
would take on this responsibility.

In conclusion, this plan will challenge BC sector par-
ticipants while at the same time provide recognition
of the many players that can work together. There
is more work to do and the pieces are in place. The
mistake that people make is seeking the “one thing”
that will make it better today. Reality is, no one thing
will take the organic movement forward rather it is
the synergy of human beings’ activities that advance
change. This need for diversity is the strength of the
BC organic sector and working together is the key.
This plan supports that vision.

Emerging Trends

* Governments around the globe are including direc-
tives and increasing financial support to develop
and implement SUSTAINABLE PRACTICES that
have a postive impact on climate change, social
and environmental factors, and health.

* The trend towards SAFETY AND EQUIVALENT
SYSTEMS is increasing standardization, assess-
ments and labeling practices on global, national
and provincial levels.

* The DEVALUING OF FARMING as a respected
career choice means fewer people are choosing
to work as agricultural producers. However, there
has been a steady increase of organic produc-
ers.

* The AGING POPULATION is an issue impact-
ing every sector. As organic sector producers
and participants involved in the movement for
decades are aging, the need to find new opera-
tors to continue production and new advocates
to keep the momentum going is urgent. There is
also a reduced number of researchers, educators,
standards and policy makers, and agriculture
professionals.

...continued on page 26
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“P Program Administrator:

British Cofumixg

Certified Organic Associations of BC Cartifiod Organic

FROM FIELD TO TABLE....BC ORGANIC! CONFERENCE and AGM

Tradex, Fraser Valley Trade and Exhibition Centre, 1190 Cornell 5t., B.C.
February 20 - 22, 2009

We are very excited with what we have planned for you at this years COABC Conference and AGM. Mark
your calendars so you can join us for the workshops, the Orgonic Tastings, Organic Feast & so much more!

GEMERAL
The conference package, including workshop program and registration form, are included in your copy of
the BC Qrganic Grower and arg also posted on COABC's website ot www. cerifiedorgonic.be.ca

The COABC Conference will be held at the Fraser Valley Trade and Exhibition Centre [Tradex) which is
sitvated in the heart of British Columbia's picturesque Fraser Valley, Tradex is the second largest kacility of its
kind in British Columbia and an industry leader in a growing marked,

The Centre is located just 50 minutes from Vancouver along the scenic Trans-Canada Highway and
immediately adjocent to the Abbolsiord Intemational Airport [YXX), The sireet address is 1190 Comell $ireet,
The Centre offers a large parking lot and is minutes to the Best Westermn Bakerview Inn which boasts o central
location in the Fraser Valley, The Bakerview locafion is clase to various sporfs venues, the business district,
axcellent shopping and outdoor activities, You can take in the spectacular view of Mount Baker.

IFyou're flying into the abbotsiord Airport and you need ground transportation arrangements, call the
conference office and we'll gladly assist you.

The Friday night ‘Organic Tastings' reception will be held ot Feardonvile Hall af 29450 Huntington Eood,
Abbotstord, The Saturday evening Organic Feast (with entertainment and Silent Auction) will be held ot
Bradner Haoll at 5305 Bradner Road, Abbotsford,

ACCOMMODATION

wWhen you're booking, you must say that you want the COABC attendees rate of $8%.00/day plus tax. The Best
Weslern Bakerview Inn is holding rooms at the conference rate. The rate will be held until February 151, For
those of you raveling with pets, they are most welcome to siay af the Bakerview.

SPECIAL NEEDS

Every effort will be made to enhance your enjoyment of the Conference. If you have dietary, child care or
ofher requirements, please contact the Conference office.

TRADE SHOW

Trode shows are a great way to showoase your products. We welcome supplien of approved inputs; seeds:
appropriaie technology: marketing fools; resowrce materials: ....the list is endless. Producers, distributors,
retailers, processors — book yvour Trade Show tables through the Conference office.

POSTER SESSIONS

We are pleased to offer free space for poster preseniafions. If there's something related to Drgc:lr'lic
production that vou want the rest of us to know about, contact the Conference office to book free space.

CERTIFIED ORGANIC ASSOCIATIONS OF BRITISH COLUMBIA
Conference Coordinator: Donna Scheven, email donna@dsevents.ca Phone: 604-407-04644
Conference Office: 8561 Bradner Road, Abbotsford, BC, V4X 2HS
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Certified Organic Associations of BC

FROM FIELD TO TABLE.....BC ORGANIC! CONFERENCE and AGM
Tradex, Fraser Valley Trade and Exhibition Centre, 1190 Cornell 5t., Abbotsford, B.C.

Friday
1:00 = 3:00 pm

3:00-3:45
5:00 - 9:00

Saturday
9:00 = 10:00 am
10:00 = 10:30
10:30 = 10:40
10:40 — 11:30

11:30 = 12:00
12:00 - 1:00
1:00 = 2:00
2:00-2:15
215 -2:30
2:30 - 3:30
4:00 - 5:00
6:00 - 10:00

Sunday
8:30 -10:00
10000 -12:00

February 20 — 22, 2009

Conference Schedule

How Do | Transition to Certified Organic?
Organic Misconceptions & Pitfalls
Producer Perspective

Fresh Voice Winners
Reception: Organic Tastings and cash bar (at Peardonville Hall)

Organics Under the Canadian Organic Regime

Food Safety on the Farm

Break

Research in the Field

Research in the Greenhousea

Energy in the Field

Lunch

Trends in the Market Place

Opportunities in the Market Place

Break

Pricing and Getting into the Market Place

PAS Viewing time

Organic Feast for COABC Stakeholders and the public
{includes the feast, entertainment and silent avction at Bradner Hall)

Light Breakfast

COABC AGM

Closing Keynote and farewells

Directors Lunch

Directors Meeting

To be announced: A Round Table session for VO's, CC and CB Administrators

CERTIFIED ORGANIC ASSOCIATIONS OF BRITISH COLUMEBIA

Conference Coordinator: Donna Scheven email donna@dsevents.ca Phone: 604-607-0644

Conference Office: 8561 Bradner Road, Abbotsford, B.C., V4X 2ZH5

BC Organic Grower, Volume 12, Number 1, Winter 2009
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HYABC

Certified Organic Assaciations of BC

FROM FIELD TO TABLE....BC ORGANIC! CONFERENCE and AGM
Tradex, Fraser Valley Trade and Exhibition Centre, 1190 Cornell St., Abbotsford, B.C.

February 20 - 22, 2009

REGISTRATION FORM:
Registration Deadline is February 06, 2009.Late registration subject to $20 additional fee, except Option 4.

Name: Farm Name:

Address:

City: Prov.: Postal Code:

Email: Phone: Fax:

| am a member of (certifying body):

Please choose from these options:

Option 1: Full Conference: x $145.00 =

Includes Pass to Friday & Saturday COABC and Lower Mainland Horticultural Improvement Association (LMHIA)
Short Course workshops, a pass to the Pacific Agriculture Show, Poster Session, Organic Tasting Reception;
Saturday Organic Feast, ,entertainment and Silent Auction; Sunday Brunch and COABC AGM

Option 2: Mini Conference: x $105.00 =

Includes pass to the Friday & Saturday COABC and LMHIA Short Course workshops, a pass to the Pacific
Agriculture Show, Poster Session and Saturday night Organic Feast, entertainment and Silent Auction

Option 3: Saturday (conference only): x $75.00 =

Includes pass to the Friday & Saturday COABC and LMHIA Short Course Workshops, a pass to the Pacific
Agriculture Show

Option 4: Friday (evening only): x $12.00 =
Includes appetizers, Organic Tastings and cash bar (maximum 100 tickets)
Saturday (evening only): x $35.00 =
Includes Organic Feast, entertainment and Silent Auction
TOTAL:
I would like to volunteer to assist during the conference.
| have the following dietary requirements:
The item | can donate to the auction is (describe):
The food | can donate for the meals is (describe):
Program Administrator: Please make your cheque payable to COABC and mail it and this form to:

COABC Conference Office, 8561 Bradner Road, Abbotsford, BC, V4X 2H5
Conference Coordinator: Donna Scheven, email: donna@dsevents.ca, Phone: 604-607-0644
For more information about the Pacific Agriculture Show go to: hitp:/www.agricultureshow.net

Britigh Columbia
Certified Organic

For more information on the Lower Mainland Horticultural Improvement Assaciation (LMHIA)

Short Course workshops go to: www.agricultureshow.net
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G@rowihe Melt BRAEY: TIPS o @ MEUTSTEER

s an organic producer of malt, I would like to

find a significant local source of organic barley
for my needs. While I'm not an expert in grain farm-
ing, I hope that the following tips and thoughts can
help organic farmers who are considering growing
malting barley.

The choice of barley, crop rotation, and how you
fertilize influences the protein levels in the grain,
which is important in malting. Moderate climate and
moisture conditions during the growing season are
favorable for the developing of the malting quality in
barley. The best soil is one that can hold water, such
as light clay or a mix of sand and clay. Irrigation is
a benefit because you can control the moisture and
therefore the development of the protein. In terms of
fertilizer, you must be very careful with the addition
of nitrogen to your soil, as this will impact protein
levels.

When it comes to keeping the weeds under control,
a lot of farmers let the weeds grow for awhile and
plow them under before seeding the barley. I am
not clear on exactly what the right crop rotation is,
although I know that some farmers grow barley on
wheat stubble and others on canola stubble. Others
think that growing barley after legumes would be
best, although I think that legumes are not the
best to have ahead of malting barley because of the
amount of nitrogen they leave in the ground, which
can lead to high protein content in the barley. With
wheat stubble the challenge may be that there will
be enough wheat seeds left on the ground to result
in a barley crop contaminated with wheat, as wheat
is very hard, if not impossible, to clean out of the
barley.

Bin space is also an important factor. Gambrinus has
limited bin space and the barley sometimes needs
to be stored on-farm until we have the capacity to
receive. We strive to make this work for everyone
involved.

Price-wise, it's hard to predict where the market is
going. The last grain I purchased was around $10.50
a bushel ($482/mt) for grain. Yet, I paid more than
this a few days earlier, and less a few days later.
Predicting grain prices is like looking into a cloudy
crystal ball!

I also expect the grain to be clean when delivered.
Some batches are clean enough to be hauled in
without the grain going through an extra cleaner,
but most organic barley contains quite a bit of wild
oats. Our cleaner in the malt house cannot separate
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these two grains, which means your lots need to be
cleaned prior to delivery.

All varieties recommended by the Canadian Barley
Technical Centre are acceptable. These are Copeland,
Metcalf, Harrington, Kendall and Newdale. Newdale is
a new variety that we have not yet malted at our
facility, so I have yet to test the performance of
this barley. My favorite is Copeland, which should
give a 120% yield on the same field as Harrington.
This yield is close to what you can achieve with feed
varieties and if a farmer’s barley fails to meet my
specifications, it can still be marked as feed barley,
which is something I can assist with.

For the malting process, the following specifications
are needed:

* Germination power: above 95%

* Protein: below 11% (some grain between 11%
and 12% will be accepted, but don’t count on it)

* Assortment: plumpness of 95% or higher. 1
expect more than 50% on a 7/64 screen.

* Moisture: below 13.5%

* The grain has to be free of foreign seed and there
must be no insect infestation

This pretty much exhausts what I know about bar-
ley growing and I hope this information is helpful to
farmers.

Matthias Haaben is the General Manager of Gambrinus
Malting in Armstrong B.C.

a.nynoLby o Juswipedaq ‘SN :o0joyd
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Become a COABC Sponsor and cultivate the
growth of certified organic food and agriculture
throughout British Columbia.
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The Certified Organic Associations of BC relies on generous financial
parmerships with ollied organizations to support cur cperations and
assenticl programs, This is your opportunity to expose your brand to
a large and growing target market.

Please |oin vt In promoting a healthier, more vital ond prosperous
region by becoming o spomor of COABC, Qur diverse sponsorship
pregrams include value-odded sponsor benefits and comprehensive
exposwre, For more information, ond to reserve your exclusive
spensorship opportunity, pleose contoct the COABC Sponsership
Administrater, Karen Fenske at 250-260-4429.

In eddition to sponsorship COABC offers advertising in their journal
that s disiributed to aver 700 argonic producers in B.C. For more
infermation aboul advertising please call the COABC affice:
250-260-4429,

Good for You, Good for the Environment
202-3002 32nd Ave, Vernon, BC V1T 217 Phone: 250-260-4429 Fox: 250.-260-4436
www.certifiedorganic.be.ca
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Sector Quarterly Journal BC Organic Grower (BCOG)

It goes out to close to 700 subscribers in the BC arganic sector including all members of the organizations belonging to the
Certified Orgonic Association of British Columbia, The BCOG hos been in print for over 10 years and is well respected in the
sector. It is a source of technical leaming ond sector infermation, including research updates and events. Your support will help
keep this valuable tool avallable and suppert more cutting-edge content.

Annual Conference

This is the organic sector event of the year! This fun and educational epportunity has become a tradition which includes special
speokers, workshops, networking and social events. All COABC members, organic agricultural enthusiasts, and the general
public are invited, Advertising for the 2009 conference will have o reach of 1,142,000, Your support mokes this event
possiblel

Website

‘When people are looking for BC organics they discover our website first! It has experienced a 194% increase in traffic since
2004. Our website includes a vier-friendly dotabose of certified products, wha produces them, how 1o become certified, local
events, leaming aptions and 2o much mare. COABC members, these thinking of becoming certified and consumers have come o
rely on this site! Being a sponiar of the COABC website represents a partnership with people who are working to provide

healthy food, from healthy soil, with sustainable proctices.

Cyber-help for Organic Farmers

One of the best online farming resources in BC and across Canodal It experiences an overage of 11,000 page views manthly
and has over &0 relevant incoming links from web sites and blogs. It is #1 ranking en Google for argonic farming news,
arganic fruil prices, organic companies, and orgonic seed sources searches. Our objective i3 o encourage organic and
alternative food production in Canada by improving occessibility to guality erganic farming content online. Visit
www.certifiedorgonicbeca to learn more. Your support will increase our copacity fo provide more current information,
answer more Q&A and provide mere vp-to-date coverage of Canadion farming networking opportunities.

Pacific Agricultural Show (PAS)

The PAS is on annual event which attracts over 7500 farmers and producers from coross BC, Alberta and the Pacific
Meorthwest. It is the largest BC agricultural show with over 200 exhibitars, high-end educational session: and infinite netwarking
possibilities. As the spomsar for this event you will make it possible for COABC to provide an orgonic presence in the
agriculture sectar of BC.

Regional Seminars

In just 3 years ever 15 workshops have ccourred in various regicns of the province. Our objective is to encourage orgonic food
production in BC by sponsoring educational events that bring the expert to the growers in their own communities. The goal is 1o
improve the knowledge base of BC producers so that they can either improve on what they are already doing or expand into
new arganic opportunities. Your support will allow us to continue this project and eventually increase the diversity of speakers.

Good for You, Good for the Environment
202-3002 32nd Ave, Vernon, BC V1T 217 Phone: 250-260-4429 Fox: 250-260-4436
www.certifiedorganic.be.ca
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tips. Opting to collaborate can be easy, cheap and
environmentally friendly.

r'r. i“ !
R e r . 4 :
g ..':ﬁ';:,_"’ﬁ-r_ . - N : b * There are a variety of factors that are contribut-
B0 2 A 5 AP, — P ing to a "DOOM AND GLOOM” world economic
- -‘}:.__" o i - ' forecast. This results in “tight pockets” for low-
N 7 oy i, ) : risk initiatives. Not-for-profit organizations are
: 5 y implementing Sponsorship Programs to diversify
their funding base. This provides money to the
organization for development and meets indi-
vidual and corporate social responsibility goals.

* The need to feed the rising global population
has lead parties to turn to alternative methods.

Bindweed dupport
@roup

Are you are field bindweed sufferer? Do
you suffer in silence? Did you just wake
up one morning and it was there? Have
you been ignoring the signs? Stay tuned
for “The Bindweed Monologues” in the
Spring ‘09 Issue of the BCOG.

Phoo: Carrie Ferguson volunteers to bring in the Transparent Apple harvest
at Ripple Farm. By Moss Dance

...continued from page 19

* Reduced VOLUNTEERISM is being felt across
the nation. This affects organizations in several
ways: there are fewer people to do the work and
some tasks that volunteers once did are now
paid positions. The long term affect of a lack
of volunteer participation in policy development
and standardization activities could compromise
Canada’s ability to influence policy and interna-
tional standards.

* There is increased support for healthy, safe food,
good animal welfare practices, fair labour prac-
tices, and sustainable practices that REDUCE
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS and IMPROVE HEALTH
at the consumer, organizational and government
levels. There is a strong consumer demand for
LOCAL products and AUTHENTICITY in product
development and advertising can dictate success
or failure.

In the meantime, contact
Rochelle Eisen 250-547-6573
extension@certifiedorganic.bc.ca
to join the...

* The internet has created A GLOBAL WORK PLACE
where people can work from anywhere; commu-
nication is easy and information is at your finger-

An informal approach to a serious problem — you
don’t have to feel alone anymore!
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Though some organizations have chosen to
“teach people to fish” and grow their own food,
others have moved towards doing whatever it
takes to increase yields including GENETICALLY
MODIFYING elements of the food-chain. This
will impact the organic movement as it becomes
harder to source seeds, as the air becomes filled
with contaminated particles and our ability to
prevent GMOs in the food chain becomes impos-
sible.

* More organic products are available, mostly from
imports, which has impacted the premium prices
that producers have been used to. Producer
PROFIT MARGINS will continue to decline as the
economies of scale and resources available to
large companies and importers increase their
competitiveness.

* To increase production, the most popular direct
solutions appear to be increasing MARKETING-
PROCESSING COOPERATIVES and implementing
VALUE-ADDED PROCESSING.

* In the past, there has been a trend to centraliza-
tion, with a few large players providing the mar-
ket. Though some producers continue to increase
their capacity, there exists the growth of smaller
operations. It is possible that with the “buy local”
trends and the cultural shift to reduce the envi-
ronmental footprint the emergence of smaller
organic MICRO-PRODUCERS will continue.

Recommendations

Movement in one area won’t increase supply but ac-
tion in the following areas will.

One of the key solutions to sustaining the BC organic
sector will be to COLLABORATE. Around the globe
organic organizations are recognizing the ease and
benefits of working together to maximize resources
to achieve a greater impact over a broader range of
people. Insufficient human and financial resources
combined with the long “to do list” of a diverse sec-
tor has made progress a complex task. This has lead
to a perceived lack of cooperation and disorganiza-
tion along the BC organic value-chain. Developing
the BC ORGANIC SECTOR ROUNDTABLE will provide
the missing link in the BC organic infrastructure.
Much like the Table Filiere Biologique du Quebec the
BCOSR would bring industry leaders and govern-
ments together to create and advance the agendas
of industry and sector participants for BC. This group
will bring together players from all points in the value
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chain: producers, processors, retailers, ministries,
aligned and complimentary organizations, and oth-
ers, to build and implement a shared strategic vision
for their sectors. This should be a priority especially
in light of tough times when “doing a lot with a little”
will be the motto for success.

Continuing to ADVOCATE for and against the many
issues which impact organic practices and outcomes
such as GMOs, miss-aligned taxation policies, import
efficacy, etc. needs to happen in order to maintain a
thriving organic marketplace. The OFC, COO, OTA,
National Organic Value Chain Roundtable, and COABC
will all need support from the BC organic sector. En-
sure mechanisms are in place to provide volunteers
and communication liaisons. The BCOSR can produce
an organized approach to policy makers. This could
result in more support for RESEARCH AND DEVEL-
OPMENT for ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION in such
ways as to reduce greenhouse gases.

The organic sector needs CLEAR MESSAGING to the
government about its environmental benefits. A mes-
sage needs to be drafted that defines what organic
systems can do in language that governments and
agriculture professionals recognize. SUBSTANTIAT-
ING CLAIMS regarding organic products and systems
either through current or new research will be essen-
tial to maintaining credibility. In general, there needs

Entrust* 80 W
Maturalyte* Insect Control Product

55075 | OMRI
VALLEY

A Division of Terralink

sl Your local supplier of

Entrust

the new Spinosad formula-
tion approved by Health
Canada for use in Integrated
pest management only on
the following:

European comn borer, Colorado
potato beetle, cabbage looper,
Imported cabbage worm, dia-
mondback moth, oblique-band-
ed leafroller, three-lined leafrol-
ph: 250-499-2900 ler, fruittree leafroller, European
fax: 250-499-2960 leafroller, eye-spotted budmoth
Info Line: 250-498-3011 and cherry fruit fly on stone and
svalley@vip.net pome fruits

6258 Veterans Avenue
Box 372 Keremeos BC
WOX 1NO

Page 27



to be a better understanding of the overall health
and wellness, social and environmental sustainabil-
ity, nutritional benefits and other leading benefits of
organic farming.

Training up NEW FARMERS is a challenge to be ad-
dressed with urgency. Though there has been a steady
increase of organic producers over the past decade, it
takes years of education and communication to lead
a cultural shift. Many of this and the next generation
have no idea where their food comes or how to grow
it. Continuing to EDUCATE, at all levels including the
children of the next generation, the importance of
farming is the one way to have a positive impact on
Canada’s food security situation. Continue to devel-
op and support learning options such as mentorship
and apprenticeship programs, formal and workshop
structures, and increase one-to-one on-site and long
distance choices. The addition of the Organic Exten-
sion Services has proved to be a well received and
fills a valuable gap. More funding to expand this type
of service will be critical for sector development.

Regardless of the tools, for SUCCESSION from aging
to new stakeholders to be successful, an attitude of
cooperation will need to be fostered using communi-
cation and conflict resolution skills and professional
mediators. “Passing the baton” is a difficult process
during which seasoned members have to give room
for new participants to put their energy and ideas
into action while new stakeholders can admire the
hard work and progress made by their predecessors.
Each group can glean valuable knowledge from the
other; the trick is learning to work together. Another
challenge is that those who once volunteered need
to be able to “let go” of any resentment that exists
because “they worked hard for no pay.” If this isn't
kept in check new participants will turn away. As well,
those who choose to work for small not-for-profits
can’t necessarily expect the “corporate rate.” SEEK-
ING BEST PRACTICE can add new innovation with
tried and true meth-
ods!

Though more sector
members are com-
puter and internet
savvy, there are still
many who won't use
the computer and its
tools, which means
information  access
has improved but the
traditional methods
are still necessary.
There is a plethora of
information regard-
ing organics and de-
veloping tools which
aid end-user ability

Photo: COABC
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to navigate the information efficiently will still be im-
portant. Even with all this, INFORMATION REGARD-
ING MARKET OPPORTUNITIES still needs to be gath-
ered and provided in a usable format.

The movement to buying locally produced food may
result in retailers, wholesalers and distributors buy-
ing closer to home. The logistics and economics of
sourcing from many small producers is a hurdle ven-
dors will need to address to keep their customers.
Suppliers and vendors can work together to ensure
expectations are clear, distribution is efficient and pa-
perwork is straightforward. In this vein, developing
marketing and/or processing COOPERATIVES via the
Co-operative Development Initiative will be critical to
maximize energy efficiency and minimize transporta-
tion. Providing more staff in the form of EXTENSION
WORKERS who can facilitate the progress of the
groups and then work alongside industry to develop
the infrastructure will be constructive.

At the same time, the BC government Budget Con-
sultation Committee recently recommended that
more money should be allocated to DEVELOP THE
BC PROCESSING INFRASTRUCTURE. This continues
to be the weakest link in the value chain. Working
towards on-farm value-added processing, small scale
certified processors or renovating current proces-
sors to run organic lines will require financial support
mechanisms for INNOVATION AND DEVELOPMENT,
and energetic producers and industry members. A
long term goal could be to follow the lead of other
countries who are working on guidelines to certify
organic cosmetics and new products; the BC sector
has other issues which require urgent attention at
this time.

Some global and Canadian provincial organic leaders
are in the process of exploring and experimenting
with frameworks within which MICRO-PRODUCERS of
organic products can be included while providing a
guarantee to the consumer that standards are be-
ing met. BC is at a critical stage of either welcoming
these micro-producers into an organized framework
within which they can contribute effectively to the
organic sector or they will organize themselves. It
is recommended to explore the option of ANOTHER
LEVEL OF PRODUCER as it could mean an increase in
organic movement participants and a stronger voice.
Ignoring this trend will result in producers who don’t
certify or don't renew certification which will weaken
the organic sector. Legislating the word “organic”
may be a partial solution that does not have a con-
sensus at this time.

The trend towards safety and equivalent systems has
resulted in the development and implementation of
the Canadian Organic Regime (COR). Focusing en-
ergy and resources to IMPLEMENT THE COR in the
immediate future are required and a plan for contin-
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ued evaluation will need to be developed. There is
anxiety around preparedness and final outcomes of
the implementation which planning, communication,
and training can alleviate. However, not until most
people have lived through it will the tension subside.
The strong consumer demand for local products will
also have a positive impact on BC products which
have been certified therefore a BRANDING CAM-
PAIGN FOR THE BC CERTIFIED ORGANIC PROGRAM
would be timely.

Finally, it is preferred by this project’s committee
that COABC CONTINUES to operate with the vision,
mission and purposes as outlined in their declara-
tions. The idea of becoming just an accreditor is not
well supported or recommended at this time. With-
out COABC there would not be an organized body
to move the organic movement forward in BC. How-
ever, in making this recommendation COABC is not
responsible for all the organic sector work and should
be diligent at taking the time to decide what they will
do and how they will do it because it does not have
the staff, volunteers or money to do everything that
can be done. The best practice is to implement an
annual planning meeting in late fall during which ac-
tivities would be chosen and resources allocated via
the budget, and the operational plan and the board
workplan. o

Husky Mohawk Community
Rebate Program

COABC is involved with the Husky Mo-
hawk Community Rebate Program
in order to raise additional funds for the
organisation. Husky forwards 2% of the
loyalty card users' purchases to COABC
in the form of a rebate. All COABC
members were sent a card in 2005 and
a small amount of members have been
using the card resulting in an average
rebate of $125 per quarter. We still need
more help to raise funds using this loy-
alty program.

If you would like to receive a card or ad-
ditional cards, please contact the COABC
office at (250) 260-4429 or email us at
office@certifiedorganic.bc.ca.
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Funding Partners for The 2008 BC Organic Sector
Strategic Planning Project.:

f

BC

Certified Organic Associations of BC

Canadd ¢ )i

Jerry Kitt
(780) 356-2285

| -

First Nature Farms

certified organic since 1990

jkittatelusplanet.net = wwwy firstnaturefarms.ab.ca

Delivering fresh pork weekly

Compost from Organic

Chicken Manure For Sale

Langley, BC
Available on farm by appointment or delivered

Compost from Organic Chickens
and
Custom Top Soil Available

* bulk loads 30 yards or more $30 per yard +
trucking

* pick up from farm $40 per yard loaded

* 2 yard load delivered in the lower mainland
placed anywhere on your yard $200

Also available for retail sales:
Thomas Reid Farms certified organic chicken
Olera Farms certified organic raspberries IQF

Brad Reid 604-308-8200

Fred Reid 604-309-6639
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Regional Seminars

The Regional Seminar Series sponsors educational
events that bring the expert to the growers, to
support encourage organic food production in BC.
Money is available for additional events. Contact
Rochelle Eisen, your Organic Extension Agent for
funding details at 250.547.6573, extension@certi-
fiedorganic.bc.ca.

COABC Research Fund

The COABC has developed a research fund for
research in BC and it is looking for project pro-
posals that offer relevant solutions to practical
problems in organic production. Project results
should have a broad application to organic farm-
ers in BC. The COABC contribution to projects is
typically $5,000 or less, but the COABC will con-
sider a larger contribution. There is no requirement
for matching funds, but preference will be given
to projects that match COABC Research Funds
with the Organic Sector Development Program or
another source. Applications will be accepted once
every year. See the website for deadlines, contact,
applications and process: http://www.certifiedor-
ganic.bc.ca/programs/research.htm.

Hopper Research Update

BCMAL's entomologist Tracy Hueppelsheuser pro-
vided an update on the preliminary review of their
first year of data and it appears they were getting
some level of grasshopper control with Entrust
(Spinosad). Of course, she still has to crunch the
numbers, repeat the experiment (a few more
times), and if the numbers ring true, apply to get
the product registered for this use. Tracy also made
sure to point to some excellent resources on grass-
hoppers, including one by Canada’s leading grass-

hopper expert Dr. Dan Johnson from University
of Lethbridge that can be found at http://people.
uleth.ca/~dan.johnson/htm/dj_gh_guide.htm. She
also mentioned Dr. Stefan Jaronski, with USDA
ARS in Sidney, Montana and the website www.
sidney.ars.usda.gov/grasshopper/.

EFP Update

The Environmental Farm Program will be continu-
ing in 2009. All levels of government and industry
representatives are at the table reviewing the
existing program so it may look and feel a little dif-
ferent especially after April 1, 2009. Contact Paddy
Doherty 250.747.3287 or paddy@quesnelbc.com
for further information.

BC Agri-Food Sector Climate
Action Initiative

Factsheets Now Available

Two factsheets on climate change and the BC
agriculture sector are now available on the COABC
website at: www.certifiedorganic.bc.ca/infonews.
htm. Fact Sheet 1 addresses the question: What
is climate change & how will it impact BC agri-
culture? Fact Sheet 2 focuses on the issues and
opportunities that are relevant to BC agriculture
in relation to greenhouse gas emission offsets.
The Climate Action Initiative is a joint undertaking
of the BC Agriculture Council and the Investment
Agriculture Foundation with funding provided by
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada and the BC
Ministry of Agriculture and Lands.

U/f!‘fI-Ké’[p (1)

*OMRI Listed®
100% natural organic seaweed
fertilizer & animal supplements.

Kelp meal, liquid concentrate, & water soluble extract
We ship everywhere!
Toll free: 1-888-357-0011
local: (250)577-3779
fax: (250)577-3719
email; ultrakelp@telus.net

Flack's Bakerview Kelp Products
Inc. (st 1985
Pritchard, B.C.

www.ultra-kelp.com

CLASSIFIEDS

42,000sqgft Dutch-style, glass greenhouse with 2500
sqft header house, automatic venting, gravel floor.
Looking to rent all or part, price negotiable. Prefer
organic grower or group of growers. Ladner near
Tsawassen. Call John: 604-952-4476

West Kootenays — Certified organic business on
7.56 private acres with profitable greenhouse and
sprout business. 3 bedroom home, landscaped,
large barn, several outbuildings. www.comfree.com
Okanagan & Kootenays, listing # 1135 Call: 250-
357-2451
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COA BC ORDER FORM

202-3002 32nd Avenue, Vernon, BCV1T 2L7; p:250.260.4429; f:250.260.4436; office@certifiedorganic.bc.ca

Farm Name: PST Exemption
Contact:
Address: E] BCAC Farmer ID Card #:
City/Province: If no BCAC Farmer ID #:
Postal Code: D Certificate of Exemption must be provided for PST
Phone: Exemption for each purchase. Form available at:
Date ordered: http://www.sbr.gov.bc.ca/documents_library/forms/
CB + Certification No.: 0453FILL.pdf or request the form from the office.
Iltem Units Unit Price Quantity Discount Quantity Total
Plastic 101b apple bags/vented 250/wicket $12.00 4 wickets $40.00
Stickers 1" round 1000 pc roll $11.00 10 rolls $90.00
Stickers 1 1/4" round 1000 pc roll $11.00 10 rolls $90.00
Twist Ties 10" (15,000 per 1000 pc $13.00 Full Case-$165.00
case)*

Promo Materials: available to everyone ~ Member $ Non-member $
Cloth Aprons with 3 pockets $12.50 $12.50 PST taxable
NEW bucket hats size M or L $15.75 $15.75 PST taxable
Ball Caps $13.10 $13.10 PST taxable
Green T-shirts L or XL * $18.00 $18.00 PST taxable
Natural T-shirts (Logo) M or L* $10.50 $10.50 PST taxable
Natural T-shirts (Plain) S M L XL $6.50 $6.50 PST taxable
or XXL*
OrganicTree Fruit Management $32.00 $39.95 No PST
Steel in the Field $25.00 $25.00 No PST
Livestock Nutrition $12.00 $12.00 No PST
Sub-total (before taxes and shipping):

*Limited quantities available - please contact the COABC office for availability
GST # 887782431 RT 0001

Postage Rates
Minimum charge of $10.00 per order for any promo and/or packaging materials
GST will be added to postage amounts
Rates vary and will be calculated at the office

An invoice will be sent with your order. Postage and applicable taxes will be added to your invoice.
Please do not send payment before receiving invoice.
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Quit to fencepost...

Bring your ideas
to the COABC
Conference!




